
“Investing in Connecting with Others”
1 John 4:7-12; 19-21

Loving others is evidence of God’s love in your life (1 Jn. 4:7-8)
John exhorted believers to love one another because of two main reasons, which included the fact that 

love is a gift from God and that loving others is evidence that a person has a true relationship with God. While 
love is a key piece of evidence of a true relationship with God, the lack of love in a person’s life is also a key 
piece of evidence of the lack of a true relationship with God. Love is evidence of God’s presence in a person’s 
life because God is love! God does not simply love; He is the source and definition of true love. Love is not just 
something that God does, but love is an essential characteristic of who God is. Because of these truths about 
love and God’s connection to love, a person born of God must have the love of God living in their life, and the 
evidence of the love of God living in a person’s life is their love for others.
1. What does God’s Word mean when it says that love is from God? Discuss this question in your group, 

thinking about and sharing the implications of this in your life and in the world.
2. The presence of the love of God in a person’s life is evidence that they have been born of God. What does 

it mean to be born of God? How would you explain that to a non-believer?
3. The presence of the love of God in a person’s life is evidence that they know God. What does it mean to 

know God? What’s is the difference between knowing about God and knowing God?
4. What does God’s Word mean when it says that God is love? What else is God?

Loving others is right because of how God loves you (1 Jn. 4:9-11)
John described the love of God in the only way that truly captures the truth of God’s love, which is 

through God’s sacrifice in sending Jesus to die for sinners. The greatest display of true love is the Father’s 
sacrifice in sending His Son into the world and the Son’s sacrifice in giving His life on the cross to pay the price 
of death that was owed by sinners. Although sinners all deserve God’s wrath because of sin, God did what He 
did through the sacrifice of Jesus in order to give life to those who believe in Him. God’s love is amazing and 
incredible, and for believers, John reminds them that it is only right that they love one another in response to 
God’s great love for them.
1. Read verses 9-10. Take time to think through and discuss what these verses say about the true love of 

God.
2. Relationships and love is a common topic in conversation at school, work, and everywhere! How could you 

incorporate the Gospel into a conversation with someone when the issue of love and relationship is being 
discussed?

3. Read verse 11. What is the expectation in this verse? Why? Who is the “one another” that is referred to in 
this verse?

Loving others is important because it reveals God’s love to others (1 Jn. 4:12)
John stated an important reality, which is that no-one has ever seen God in His fullness and in all of His 

glory. While this truth about God is important, the real importance is found in why John stated this truth about 
God. John’s point was that although no-one has seen God with their own eyes, the reality of the presence of 
God is revealed and seen in the love of His people for one another. When God’s love is shared among 
believers, the love of God manifests God’s presence in and with His people. When God’s love is shared among 
believers, the love of God is perfected or completed in and through the lives of believers. When God’s love is 



shared among believers, the idea of God’s love becomes a reality in God’s world and becomes a major 
witness for God in the world.
1. This verse says “if we love one another….” What does this mean? What are some practical ways that 

believers express their love for one another?
2. In your group, what are some ways that you intentionally love one another? Why is this important? What 

role do small groups play in helping us to carry-out this expectation to love one another?
3. This verse says that when we love one another “God abides in us.” What does this mean for our witness in 

the world?
4. Finally, this verse says that when we love one another God’s “…love is perfected in us.” What does it mean 

that God’s love is perfected or completed in us? How do we grow in understanding God’s love through 
loving one another? How do we grow in witnessing to God’s love when we love one another?

Loving others is required for all who truly love God (1 Jn. 4:19-21)
After encouraging believers with the confidence that they have in the Spirit and the peace that they 

have in the judgment because of their faith in Jesus as the Son of God, John confronted the believers with 
some final words related to God’s love and their response to His love. First, John encouraged the believers 
with the fact that God loved them first, which means that their relationship with God is a result of His pursuit of 
them even before they loved Him. Second, John challenged the believers with the truth that failing to love their 
brothers and sisters in Christ calls into question their true love for God. Finally, John called the believers to be 
obedient to God’s command to love others. For those who have received God’s love and amazing grace 
through faith in Jesus, loving others is a requirement and not an option.
1. Why is it significant that God loved us first? How can you share this truth with people who are struggling 

with the mistakes that they have made in their lives?
2. If God loves others, what excuse do we have for not loving them? Discuss how this reality is addressed in 

verse 20.
3. How are you intentionally and obediently loving others? How can your Connect Group obey this command 

in a more intentional way? What are some practical things that your group can do this week to share the 
love of God with others?


